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‭As‬ ‭a‬ ‭Unitarian‬ ‭Universalist‬ ‭(UU)‬ ‭minister,‬‭my‬‭ministry‬‭is‬‭based‬‭on‬‭the‬‭interconnected‬
‭web‬ ‭of‬ ‭congregational‬ ‭and‬ ‭community‬ ‭involvement.‬ ‭This‬ ‭commitment‬ ‭is‬ ‭essential‬‭not‬
‭only‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭growth‬ ‭and‬ ‭vitality‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭congregation‬ ‭but‬ ‭also‬‭for‬‭the‬‭transformation‬‭of‬
‭the broader community in which we live.‬

‭My‬ ‭active‬ ‭participation‬ ‭in‬ ‭congregational‬ ‭life‬ ‭fosters‬ ‭a‬ ‭sense‬ ‭of‬ ‭belonging‬ ‭and‬ ‭shared‬
‭purpose‬ ‭among‬ ‭members.‬ ‭These‬ ‭gatherings‬ ‭are‬ ‭not‬ ‭merely‬ ‭social‬ ‭events‬ ‭but‬ ‭sacred‬
‭spaces‬ ‭where‬ ‭we‬ ‭nurture‬ ‭our‬ ‭spiritual‬ ‭growth‬ ‭and‬ ‭deepen‬ ‭our‬ ‭relationships.‬
‭Participating‬ ‭in‬ ‭congregational‬ ‭activities‬ ‭allows‬ ‭me‬ ‭to‬ ‭discern‬ ‭the‬ ‭community's‬ ‭needs‬
‭and‬ ‭mission,‬‭offering‬‭a‬‭platform‬‭to‬‭hear‬‭every‬‭voice‬‭respectfully.‬‭As‬‭a‬‭UU‬‭minister,‬‭my‬
‭presence‬‭and‬‭involvement‬‭in‬‭these‬‭activities‬‭demonstrate‬‭my‬‭interest‬‭and‬‭dedication‬‭to‬
‭maintaining a vibrant worshiping community where all members can thrive.‬

‭In‬ ‭addition‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭internal‬ ‭life‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭congregation,‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭imperative‬ ‭to‬‭be‬‭a‬‭visible‬‭and‬
‭vocal‬ ‭advocate‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭larger‬ ‭community.‬ ‭This‬ ‭visibility‬ ‭is‬ ‭essential‬ ‭for‬ ‭living‬ ‭our‬
‭values‬ ‭and‬ ‭principles‬ ‭of‬ ‭equity,‬ ‭compassion,‬ ‭and‬ ‭respect‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭dignity‬ ‭of‬ ‭all‬
‭individuals.‬ ‭By‬ ‭engaging‬ ‭in‬ ‭community‬ ‭conversations,‬ ‭attending‬ ‭local‬ ‭events,‬ ‭and‬
‭responding‬ ‭to‬ ‭social‬ ‭issues,‬ ‭I‬ ‭can‬ ‭amplify‬ ‭the‬ ‭values‬ ‭of‬ ‭Unitarian‬ ‭Universalism‬ ‭and‬
‭encourage others to pursue justice, reconciliation, and communal care and compassion.‬

‭Our‬ ‭involvement‬ ‭in‬ ‭initiatives‬ ‭that‬ ‭promote‬ ‭the‬ ‭public‬ ‭good—such‬ ‭as‬ ‭food‬ ‭pantries,‬
‭hospitals,‬ ‭and‬ ‭nursing‬ ‭homes—embodies‬ ‭the‬ ‭essence‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭faith‬ ‭in‬ ‭action.‬ ‭These‬
‭activities‬ ‭allow‬ ‭us‬ ‭to‬ ‭manifest‬ ‭our‬ ‭principles‬ ‭of‬ ‭service‬ ‭and‬ ‭care,‬ ‭providing‬ ‭tangible‬
‭support‬ ‭to‬ ‭those‬ ‭in‬ ‭need.‬ ‭I‬ ‭have‬ ‭long‬ ‭been‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭board‬‭of‬‭Sophia‬‭Snow‬‭Place‬‭to‬‭help‬
‭further‬‭UU‬‭Values‬‭in‬‭the‬‭world.‬‭Through‬‭my‬‭collaboration‬‭with‬‭organizations‬‭that‬‭share‬
‭the‬‭same‬‭values,‬‭we‬‭not‬‭only‬‭extend‬‭our‬‭reach‬‭as‬‭a‬‭faith‬‭community‬‭but‬‭also‬‭enrich‬‭our‬
‭understanding‬‭of‬‭the‬‭struggles‬‭faced‬‭by‬‭our‬‭neighbors.‬‭Engaging‬‭in‬‭these‬‭acts‬‭of‬‭service‬
‭fosters‬ ‭a‬ ‭sense‬ ‭of‬ ‭interconnectedness‬ ‭and‬ ‭reminds‬ ‭us‬ ‭that‬ ‭our‬ ‭commitments‬ ‭extend‬
‭beyond‬ ‭the‬ ‭walls‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭congregation.‬ ‭It‬ ‭also‬ ‭enriches‬ ‭my‬ ‭sermon‬ ‭writing‬ ‭and‬ ‭invites‬
‭more people into our congregation over time.‬

‭Collaboration‬ ‭is‬ ‭vital‬ ‭for‬ ‭enhancing‬ ‭our‬ ‭impact‬ ‭on‬‭the‬‭local‬‭and‬‭global‬‭community.‬‭By‬
‭walking‬ ‭alongside‬ ‭like-minded‬ ‭organizations,‬ ‭we‬ ‭can‬‭pool‬‭resources,‬‭share‬‭knowledge,‬
‭and‬ ‭amplify‬ ‭our‬ ‭voices.‬ ‭These‬ ‭partnerships‬ ‭enable‬ ‭us‬ ‭to‬ ‭tackle‬ ‭complex‬ ‭issues‬ ‭more‬
‭effectively‬ ‭and‬ ‭create‬ ‭lasting‬ ‭change.‬ ‭Whether‬ ‭through‬ ‭interfaith‬ ‭coalitions‬ ‭or‬
‭partnerships‬ ‭with‬ ‭local‬ ‭nonprofits,‬ ‭working‬ ‭together‬ ‭reinforces‬ ‭the‬ ‭idea‬ ‭that‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬
‭stronger collectively and can address our communities' multifaceted challenges.‬



‭Ultimately,‬ ‭community‬ ‭involvement‬ ‭is‬ ‭about‬ ‭walking‬ ‭together‬ ‭in‬ ‭all‬ ‭aspects‬ ‭of‬ ‭life.‬ ‭It‬
‭invites‬‭us‬‭to‬‭embrace‬‭diversity,‬‭foster‬‭empathy,‬‭and‬‭support‬‭each‬‭other’s‬‭journeys.‬‭As‬‭a‬
‭UU‬ ‭minister,‬ ‭I‬ ‭am‬ ‭committed‬ ‭to‬ ‭being‬ ‭present‬ ‭in‬ ‭moments‬ ‭of‬ ‭need,‬ ‭celebrations,‬
‭challenges,‬‭and‬‭everyday‬‭life.‬‭This‬‭holistic‬‭presence‬‭builds‬‭trust‬‭and‬‭nurtures‬‭a‬‭sense‬‭of‬
‭community‬ ‭that‬ ‭transcends‬ ‭individual‬‭differences.‬‭It‬‭also‬‭helps‬‭a‬‭congregation‬‭grow‬‭in‬
‭depth while inviting like-minded people to learn more about us.‬

‭Community‬ ‭involvement‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭a‬ ‭mere‬ ‭obligation‬ ‭but‬‭a‬‭spiritual‬‭practice‬‭that‬‭enriches‬
‭our‬ ‭lives‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭lives‬ ‭of‬ ‭those‬ ‭we‬ ‭serve.‬ ‭By‬ ‭actively‬ ‭participating‬ ‭in‬ ‭congregational‬
‭activities,‬ ‭advocating‬ ‭for‬ ‭justice,‬ ‭promoting‬ ‭the‬ ‭public‬ ‭good,‬ ‭collaborating‬ ‭with‬
‭like-minded‬‭groups,‬‭and‬‭walking‬‭together‬‭through‬‭life's‬‭journey,‬‭we‬‭embody‬‭the‬‭values‬
‭of‬ ‭Unitarian‬ ‭Universalism,‬ ‭which‬ ‭will‬ ‭ultimately‬ ‭invite‬ ‭more‬ ‭people‬ ‭to‬ ‭join‬ ‭us.‬ ‭This‬
‭commitment‬ ‭illuminates‬ ‭our‬ ‭path‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬‭congregational‬‭community‬‭and‬‭empowers‬‭us‬‭to‬
‭create a more just and compassionate world.‬


